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One Hundredth Anniversary Exhibition of the Building of 
“CLEOPATRA’S BARGE” 


In the Trustees Room, East India Marine Hall, 161 Essex Street, 
Salem, Mass. 


July 17th-September 16th, 1916. 


Open every week-day from 9 to 5 o'clock. 





CAPT, GEORGE CROWNINSHIELD. 


From a silhouette owned by William Crowninshield Endicott. 


{The Peabody Museum of Salem contains the Museum of 
the East India Marine Society founded in 1799—portraits of 
Salem shipmasters and merchants, models and paintings of 
old-time vessels and relics of the romantic period of Salem’s 
commercial-marine activity. Also an exhaustive collection of 
the animals, plants, rocks and Indian relics of Essex County 
and an ethnological collection in many ways unequalled in any 
museum, representing the native races of China, Japan, Ko- 
rea, India, Africa, the Pacific Islands and North and South 
America. The museum is open free to all every week-day 
from 9 to 5 and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 o’clock]. 
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“ CLEOPATRA’S BARGE” 


“Cleopatra’s Barge” was built by Retire Becket for Capt. 
George Crowninshield in Salem and launched from the yard 
at the lower end of Derby Street on October 21, 1816. The 
vessel was brigantine rigged, 83 feet long on the water line 
and 191 tons displacement. She was practically the same 
dimensions as the modern yacht “Mayflower”. The port and 
starboard sides were painted differently and on the deck was 
a life-sized figure of an Indian warrior. The fittings were 
most sumptuous and no expense was spared to make the vessel 
the wonder of two continents. The owner made one extended 
trip on the yacht visiting many ports in the Mediterranean 
where he entertained and was entertained continually. Vast 
numbers of persons visited the yacht wherever it went. Capt. 
George made the yacht his home and after the voyage, while 
living on board in Salem harbor, he died suddenly of heart 
disease on November 26, 1817.’ He was courageous and gen- 
erous and endeared himself to all his friends. 


After his death “Cleopatra’s Barge” was dismantled and 
entered the merchant service making voyages to South Amer- 
ica. Later she was taken to the Hawaiian Islands and became 
the private yacht of King Kamehameha II under the name of 
“Haaheo o Hawaii” until wrecked on Kauai, one of the islands, 
in the spring of 1824. 

[For full account of the yacht and voyage see “An Account of the 
Yacht Cleopatra’s Barge’ by Benjamin W. Crowninshield in Hist. Coll. 
Essex Institute, vol XXV., 1888, p. 81; also, privately printed, “The Story 
of George Crowninshield’s Yacht Cleopatra’s Barge” by Francis B. Crown- 


inshield, Boston, 1913; also, illustrated article by Winfield M. Thompson 
in The Rudder, vol. XV., No. 1, January, 1904. 
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The purpose of this exhibition is to bring together on the 
one hundredth anniversary of the building of “Cleopatra’s 
Barge” such pictures and relics of the vessel and souvenirs of 
the voyage to the Mediterranean as could be obtained and also 
portraits and other objects connected with the generation of 
the Crowninshield family to which Capt. George belonged and 
of his ancestors. The committee in charge have met with the 
kindest cooperation and trust that the exhibition will prove 
not only of interest to the modern yachtsman and those who 
may have associations with Salem’s commercial-marine activ- 
ities, but to the public generally as illustrating a unique epi- 
sode of old-time seafaring days. . 

The exhibition is held in the Trustee’s Room of the Muse- 
um, East India Marine Hall, and consists/of portraits of the 
fourth generation, brothers and ‘sisters of Capt. George 
Crowninshield, owner of the “Barge,” paintings of the vessel 
showing both sides, fittings from the yacht, the cabin sofa, 
pier table, bureau, the bed, portions of the large set of china 
ware, silver mugs, pitchers, bowls, tea service, spoons and 
forks, large and small, the fine liqueur set actually used on 
board, the silk flag with fifteen stars and stripes of the period 
1795-1818, Capt. George Crowninshield’s cane, a silhouette— 
the only portrait of him known—and a drawing, enlarged from 
a small contemporary sketch to show him in the costume of the 
day. Among the documents are the passports for the voyage 
from the President of the United States and the Governor of 
Massachusetts, log-books of the voyage, letters of introduc- 
tion to foreign personages, the original crew list, the commis- 
sion of Hon. Benjamin W. Crowninshield as Secretary of the 
Navy from President Madison and the letter from Rev. Dr. 
Bentley to Secretary Crowninshield announcing the death of 
Captain George, his brother, in 1817. 

Of the souvenirs of the voyage and the mysterious inti- 
macy with the family of Napoleon, whose rescue from St. 
Helena it was rumored was the object of the elaborate prepa- 
rations, there are exhibited the snuff-box given to Capt. George 
by Pauline Bonaparte, Princess Borghese, the ring from her 
sister, Princess Murat, Queen of Naples, the Sévres chocolate 
mug from the mother of Napoleon, the top boots worn by 
Napoleon and many other objects brought home on the 
“Barge” or connected with its adventures. 








Many original paintings of Crowninshield ships, the 
painting of Crowninshield’s wharf by George Ropes in 1806 
and family portraits decorate the walls together with photo- 
graphs of houses still standing in Salem connected with the 
family—the birthplace of Captain George, his father, brothers 
and sisters, the house built by his grandfather, John Crownin- 
shield, and occupied by Captain Benjamin who commanded 
the “Barge”, the portrait of Rev. Dr. Bentley, pastor of the 
East Church, which all the Crowninshields attended, the men- 
tor to whom everything was referred in those days and the 
warm friend of Captain George himself. 


Committee on the Exhibition, 
WILLIAM CROWNINSHIELD ENDICOTT, 


JOHN ROBINSON, 
LAWRENCE WATERS JENKINS. 


